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A documentary is presented in which former CIA employees and other people who have written 
about the CIA tell of the extent of penetration of the mass media by the CIA and how the media are 
used by that agency to manipulate public opinion. CIA whistleblowers such as John Stockwell relate 
how these operations actually were implemented in various covert actions in which they were 
involved around the world. At the conclusion of the film, we look with John Stockwell at some other 
specific instances of disinformation and compare these with the general practice of the American 
government, particularly in the Reagan Administration, to lie, to distort information, and to 
manipulate the press. 
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and according to this there were 500 Russians and other mercenaries involved in the battle there were two 
tanks and three armored cars and even a house full of arms of Russian make the Guardian put quotes 
around the headline to show they weren't quite sure of the story and presumably that's why they put a 
question mark after this hopeful little piece the Milan G story also made it to the front page of The Times 
which quotes Unitas claim that they captured 20 Russians in the battle for Milan G The Times clearly 


believed UNITA because they helpfully tell us that Milan G used to be under the control of the MPLA the 
source for this story was the Reuters correspondent in Lusaka III remember reporting that very clearly | 
should stress | was not the only journalist to report it many of us reported it and we arm we pinned it on an 
official you need a communicate but years later | discovered that um a little CIA misinformation expert had 
sat in the US Embassy in moussaka and that compose that communique and it bore absolutely no 
relationship at all to truth when you reported it did you think it was | had absolutely no idea | mean you've got 
to remember that stage during a war you're working under incredible pressure | wrote for four months without 
a day off for 16 hours a day and all that was wanted was a flow of information | mean | I'd done the same in 
the Middle East war III was based in Damascus and in the first week of the war in Damascus | | wiped out 
the Israeli Air Force three times over with official statements writers is one of the world's largest news 
agencies its offices around the globe provide many papers with their only source of news from some parts of 
the world many papers actually rely on the same person for their information the Reuters 
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their information the Reuters correspondent well | mean with hindsight some some of the official statements 
from the side | was reporting and | stress from the side | was reporting but also from the side that people in 
lawanda with the MPLA Rippon clearly most of those those statements were completely false most of them 
because everything so doesn't that mean that for the average reader we received absolutely impossibly 
distorted view of what was going on | think that's a very fair assessment but newspapers were hungry for 
stories and one was Stockwell's propagandists had been well so he came up with another story which he in 
fact kept going for weeks and it was a good story in terms of the CIA's propaganda interests he had some 
Cuban soldiers raping some young angle and girls then there was a battle and he had that Cuban eunuch 
cut off and captured and then he had the Cuban women the victims identifying their rapist and then there 
was a trial and they were convicted and then he had them executed by a firing squad of the women who had 
supposedly been violated with photographs of young African women with weapons shooting down these 
Cubans there had never been a rape there had never been the military action the Cubans had never been 
captured it was all fiction Stockwell did extremely well with this story here's the Daily Express of March the 
12th 1976 done girls execute Cuban rapists is the headline and quoting from UNITA it says that 17 Cubans 
were executed five of whom had been identified as the people who had raped four African women a few 
weeks before and here's the Evening Standard with a bit more convincing detail saying the Cubans were 
shot with their own guns and here's the Daily Telegraph the newspaper of record adding a bit more detail 
identifying the region from which the 
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identifying the region from which the women came and saying that they took part in the executions the 
reporter was John Bullock | haven't the faintest idea where was true and | never said it was true | reported 
somebody as saying that as telling me that story | certainly didn't report the facts | reported mr. a or sources 
from such and such a group as saying that | don't know whether it was true if you don't publish it maybe it is 
true you get | should have thought worst criticism for not publishing it and for publishing it because when you 
publish it you do attribute it quite clearly and firmly to a man a person was saying so if you don't publish it 
you're already making a judgment you're deciding it's not true it's not our job to decide editors are not going 
and in most Western newspapers are not going to be too skeptical of Cuban rapists story it sort of fits the 
general Western line and what the West wants to read about Cuba and whatnot the truth is all of the 
information we were getting was that the Cubans were handling themselves brilliantly and very generously 
towards the Africans basically l'm pretty very clued crudely you can publish any old crap you like and it will 
get some get some newspaper room despite the CIA's best efforts the armies they supported never stood 
much of a chance once Cuban soldiers arrived in the autumn of 1975 to help the MPLA Holden Roberto's 
FNLA and his CIA mercenaries were wiped out you need to run the South Africans beat a hasty retreat back 
in Washington Congress didn't want another Vietnam and stopped Kissinger from spending any more money 
in Angola interestingly some American 





in Angola interestingly some American multinationals operating in the country had always supported the 
MPLA but when the corporation's expressed their views to the American government they were treated as 
the enemy when we went in Gulf oil was pumping the Engel and oil we forced Gulf to stop and the way we 
did this was by Henry Kissinger placing some phone calls and saying that he would open an investigation of 
international bribery by Gulf oil company the fighting was effectively over in about February of 76 the 
Congress stopped us then and forced us to withdraw by early March within about three weeks Gulf oil was 
back with us technicians in Kubuntu pumping the Angolan oil with Cuban soldiers protecting them from CIA 
mercenaries who were still mucking around in northern Angola now years later Western corporations are 
doing business great with Angola David Rockefeller Gulf Boeing Texaco is building a refinery there the beers 
you know working with the Diamonds they all love being Washington saying they have no problem doing 
business with the government of Angola but the war still goes on with the South Africans financing UNITA 
the Americans have turned their attention elsewhere to Nicaragua unlike Angola this is a country which any 
journalist can visit so America's lies can be discovered more easily but these have still dominated the papers 
first there was the arms flow story according to Reagan Nicaragua supplied guns to the left-wing guerrillas in 
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guns to the left-wing guerrillas in neighboring El Salvador David McMichael was the CIA's senior analyst on 
Nicaragua they asked him to write a report on the arms flow but when he looked at the evidence it didn't 
support reagan's claims the the argument that we're dealing with here is do these arms come through or 
from Nicaragua with the complicity of the Nicaraguan government and the evidence does not sustain that 
undeterred the American government continues to insist that Nicaragua is a center of international 
communist terrorism according to Reagan it harbors members of the IRA the Red Brigades the baader- 
meinhof gang and Basque separatists so the American government has poured money into supporting the 
opponents of the Nicaraguan regime we have an obligation to be of help where we can to freedom fighters 
lovers of freedom and democracy from Afghanistan to Nicaragua the freedom fighters he is talking about | 
call the Contras only they wouldn't exist without the CIA they would they simply would not exist as a viable 
force the conquerors never even received money themselves to buy harms that was all handled for them by 
by the CIA and there's just no there's no there's no way out of saying that the Contra force is essentially and 
almost entirely a creation of the United States government the clunkers are agents of the United States 
government since we have been there since the very end of 1981 until now has been a constant escalation 
of the war in to our area and there's been a great deal of real terrorism going on in the area we have mass 
kidnappings we've had whole villages that have been swept down 
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